
RCA 2009 Annual ConventionRCA 2009 Annual Convention



November (Approx ) Survey RCA November (Approx.) – Survey RCA 
Members on Priorities for Upcoming Year

December or January – G&R Committee 
Sets Agenda Based on Survey Responses Sets Agenda Based on Survey Responses 
and Political Climate

RCA Board of Directors Approves Agenda



1) Handset Exclusivity Comment cycle complete on 
RCA i i  A i i  

) y

2) Automatic Roaming 

RCA petition; Awaiting 
FCC action; Legislation 
expected

Comment cycle complete; 2) Automatic Roaming 
for Data

Comment cycle complete; 
Petitions for 
Reconsideration pending; 
Awaiting FCC action

3) Universal Service 
Fund Reform

wa t g CC act o

FCC Notice of Inquiry; 
Comment deadline 5/8; 
Reply Comment deadline 

4) Broadband Stimulus 
Grants

Reply Comment deadline 
6/8

Comment cycle complete for 
NTIA  RUS & FCC; Awaiting Grants NTIA, RUS & FCC; Awaiting 
Notice of Fund Availability



Congressg
• Meet with your Senators and Congressmen
• Get to know your Senate and House staffers

FCC
• File Comments & Reply Comments
• Schedule Meetings with Commissioners in DC

RCA’s Annual Lobby Day
L  Eff i  S i  f  Ad• Learn Effective Strategies for Advocacy

• Advocate RCA’s Issues Alongside Other RCA 
MembersMembers



Congressg
• The Committees
• Members and Staff
• Committee Counsel

Your State(s)
• Other Members of the House
• Your Senators

B  Vi iblBe Visible
• Visits/Email/Calls
• Campaign• Campaign



• Engage the FCC – File Petitions, Comments, Reply Comments, 
Applications, Additional Advocacy Materials on Matters of pp y
Interest/Concern; Schedule In‐Person Meetings

• Identify Key FCC Staff ‐‐Who are the Decision Makers?  Who will be 
Influencing the Decision Makers?Influencing the Decision Makers?

• Clearly Identify How the FCC Can Assist – Where Possible, Keep Consumers 
in Mind

• Know Your Issue Thoroughly – Be Able to Provide Data, Charts, Maps, 
Specifics to Support Your Position; Know the Communications Act, 
Relevant FCC Rules and FCC DecisionsRelevant FCC Rules and FCC Decisions

• Strength in Numbers:  Identify Potential Allies – Even Atypical Ones; 
Generate Pressure from Your Members of Congress

• Be Tactful, Confident and Persistent















June 9 – 10  2009June 9 10, 2009
Washington, DC
Advocacy Workshop – Afternoon of June 9Advocacy Workshop Afternoon of June 9
Dinner with Congressional Guest – June 9
Meetings with Members of Congress –Meetings with Members of Congress 
June 10



TUESDAY, JUNE 9 WEDNESDAY JUNE 10TUESDAY, JUNE 9 WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10

Advocacy Workshop during     
the Afternoon

Convene for Breakfast & 
Break Into Groupsthe Afternoon

Dinner with Staff from 
Congressional Offices

Break Into Groups

Meetings with Members of 
Congress and Staff Congressional Offices Congress and Staff 
Throughout the Day


